APOSTROPHES


Name:

Rules:

1.  Most singular nouns form the possessive by adding ‘s.


Examples:



Preston’s girlfriend



Amanda’s maid



Jacquetta’s dance moves

2.  For plural nouns ending in s, add only an ‘.


Examples:



students’ notebooks



teachers’ cars



cows’ milk

Special Note:  Some plural nouns are irregular.  This means that the plural form does not end in s.  When this occurs, form the possessive by adding ‘s.

Examples:


singular


plural


plural possessive
woman



women


women’s

mouse



mice


mice’s

child



children

children’s

Be careful not to confuse possessive forms with plural forms.

Examples:

cats = plural

cats’ = plural possessive

dogs = plural

dog’s = singular possessive

Apostrophe Work





Name:









Date:

I.  Label the following as singular, plural, singular possessive, or plural possessive.

Example:  birds’ = plural possessive

1.  dog’s________________

6.  book’s________________

2.  pig’s ________________

7.  candle’s_______________

3.  hens’________________

8.  radio’s________________

4.  hens’________________

9.  watches_______________

5.  trees’_______________

10.baby’s_________________

II.  Pick the appropriate answer for each choice.

1.  The (rooster’s, roosters) noise awakened me before dawn.

2.  My (mother’s, mothers) cars are stored in a garage.

3.  Six baby (duck’s, ducks) left tracks at the (water’s, waters) edge.

4.  Hot (spices, spice’s)

5.  Heavy rains and tremendous (wind’s , winds) shook our house.

6.  After putting on his costume, the actor noticed his (shoes’, shoes) soles   

     were wearing thin.

7.  The soft, sweet scent of cinnamon on sticky (bun’s, buns) caused our 

     noses to twitch and our stomachs to rumble.

8.  Dressed in green, the (elves’, elves) costumes blended in with the forest.

9.  Sprinkling magic dust everywhere, the (fairies’, fairies, fairy’s) caused a 

     great deal of commotion.

III.  Irregular nouns & the Possessive

1.  The (childrens, childrens’, children’s) bikes were scattered on the lawn.

2.  With amazing speed, the (mices, mice’s) feet carried them through the door.

3.  Rambling through the field, the (oxens, oxen’s) heavy bodies damaged the corn.

4.  The (geeses, geese’s) honking awakened the kids.

5.  Several (mens, men’s) choirs applied for the honor of singing in the festival. 

