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To form the possessive case of most singular nouns, add an apostrophe and an s.


EX. 
hiker’s boots 

baby’s bottle 


Mr.Moss’s collection
To form the possessive case of a plural noun ending in s, add only the apostrophe.


EX. 
wheels’ rims 

two raccoons’ tracks 

the Robinsons’ backyard
To form the possessive case of a plural noun that does not end in s, add an apostrophe and s.


EX. 
mice’s food 

women’s department 

geese’s migration pattern

EXERCISE A For each of the following items, change the underlined noun to the correct possessive form.

Write your answers on the lines provided.


Ex. Illinois’s motto
1. two teachers cars

______________________
2. Mrs. Rubin camera

______________________
3. Arkansas capital

______________________
4. the children mittens
______________________
5. the Sanchezes horse
______________________
6. three months delay

______________________
7. a moment notice

______________________
8. two deer tracks

______________________
9. Darnell hobbies

______________________
10. both attorneys arguments
______________________
EXERCISE B For each of the following sentences, underline the word that requires an apostrophe, and

add the apostrophe.


Ex. It is not too soon to start clipping that puppy’s nails.
11. George Washingtons picture is in many February ads.

12. Margos coat was torn when the sleeve got caught in the car door.

13. I believe most of these books belong to Lilas sister.

14. Three mens caps were found under the benches after the game.

15. The babies blankets are not dry yet.
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Possessive personal pronouns do not require an apostrophe.


EX. 

The red van is ours. 


Its headlight has been repaired.



Which bicycle is yours? 

Why, it’s parked next to mine!
The possessive form of who is whose, not who’s. Similarly, do not write it’s for its, or they’re for

their.


EX. 

Whose footballs are these? 

Who’s [Who is] on your team this year?
Indefinite pronouns in the possessive case require an apostrophe and s.


EX. 

somebody’s helmet another’s idea no one’s fault
EXERCISE A Underline the correct word or word group in parentheses in each of the following sentences.


Ex. They found (someone’s, someones) playbill on the floor.
1. (They’re, Their) taking Grandpa to see Fiddler on the Roof.

2. (It’s, Its) songs are so much fun to sing.

3. Isn’t that musical based on (somebodys, somebody’s) stories?

4. (Whose, Who’s) the author of the Tevye stories?

5. I am familiar with that author; I believe (his, his’) name is Sholem Aleichem.

6. (It’s, Its) not easy for me to pronounce that name.

7. Noah said he enjoyed (no ones, no one’s) stories better than Aleichem’s.

8. I wonder (whose, who’s) book Noah read.

9. It’s (our’s, ours), and you are welcome to borrow it.

10. Listen, (their, they’re) playing “If I Were a Rich Man”!

EXERCISE B Proofread the following sentences for errors in the use of possessive pronoun forms. Cross

out any incorrect form, and write the correct word above it.


Ex. It’s the first item on they’re list.  (It’s is correct.  “they’re” should be “their.”)
11. Somebody’s pet turtle found it’s way to our swimming pool.

12. Is anybodys opinion the same as your’s?

13. Whose tools have been left outside—your’s or John’s?

14. It’s just got to be everybody elses’ best chance.

15. The boy who’s harmonica was stolen is a cousin of hers.

MECHANICS

Apostrophe C










Name:













Date:













Period:

Generally, in compound words, names of organizations and businesses, and words showing joint possession, only the last word is possessive in form.


COMPOUND WORD 

sister-in-law’s job


ORGANIZATION 

Diabetes Association’s letter


BUSINESS 


Sleepytime Inn’s swimming pool


JOINT POSSESSION 

Cindy and Mark’s report [but Cindy’s and his report]
When two or more persons possess something individually, each of their names is possessive in form.


EX. 
Mr. Lee’s and Mr.Tallchief’s classes [the classes of two different people]

06

EXERCISE A On the line provided, rewrite each of the following items, using the possessive case.


Ex. 
the game of Sue and Han-Ling

Sue and Han-Ling’s game
1. the tie that belongs to my brother-in-law
____________________________
2. the ad printed by the Transit Group

____________________________
3. the entrance of the Grand Hotel

____________________________
4. the responsibility of the editor in chief

____________________________
5. the school Tao and Phoebe attend

____________________________
6. the grades of Yori and Manny


____________________________
7. help given by the American Red Cross

____________________________
8. the attorney for Diaz and Associates

____________________________
9. the tent belonging to Cedric and you

____________________________
10. the project of Lulu and me


____________________________

EXERCISE B Proofread the following sentences for errors in the use of possessive forms. Cross out any incorrect form, and write the correct word above it.

Ex. Jean and Sela’s gardens are the most beautiful ones in the neighborhood.  (Jean should be possessive—Jean’s)
11. The Museum’s of Science and Natural History’s main exhibit is about global warming.

12. Are Kevin and Carl’s haircuts similar?

13. They’ve announced that Marguerite and his science projects tied for first place.

14. Will KMRU’s fall fund-raiser be starting while KNFAs pledge drive is underway?

15. The Chihuahua’s owners have Jordy and your socks, I’m afraid.
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Apostrophes are often used to form the possessive case of nouns and pronouns.

SINGULAR NOUN 



sparrow’s nest


PLURAL NOUN ENDING IN S 


sparrows’ nests


POSSESSIVE PERSONAL PRONOUN 

her nest


INDEFINITE PRONOUN 


one’s nest


COMPOUND WORD 



English sparrow’s nest


ORGANIZATIONS AND BUSINESSES 

The Happy Sparrow’s menu


JOINT POSSESSION 



the cardinal and sparrow’s birdbath


INDIVIDUAL POSSESSION 


the cardinal’s and sparrow’s nests
EXERCISE A On the line provided, rewrite each of the following items, using the possessive case.

Ex. a prank of Lorenzo and Tyler

Lorenzo and Tyler’s prank
1. the overalls belonging to them



______________________________
2. the collection of the Reform Society


______________________________
3. the mandate of the CIA



______________________________

4. one dog belonging to Marcy and one belonging to Sally
______________________________
5. the duet performed by Sergio and you


______________________________
6. the bunk bed of the twins



______________________________
7. the state constitution of Texas


______________________________
8. the accuracy of the guess



______________________________
9. the habitat of the geese



______________________________
10. the citizens of the Netherlands


______________________________
EXERCISE B On the line provided,write the possessive form of each of the following words or word groups.


Ex. the Mullinses
Mullinses’
11. flock 

____________________________

12. oysters 

____________________________
13. DOT 

____________________________
14. the Garcias 

____________________________
15. Sioux 

____________________________

16. Josh

____________________________

17. trout

____________________________
18. islands

____________________________
19. Han and they
____________________________
20. anyone else

____________________________
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Use an apostrophe to show where letters, numerals, or words have been omitted in a contraction.


EX. 
they are............they’re 


of the clock............o’clock



where is............where’s 


1998............’98



do not............don’t 


should not............shouldn’t

Do not confuse contractions with possessive pronouns.


CONTRACTIONS 



POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS


You’re late again. [You are] 


Was your brother late?


They’re moving to Toledo. [They are] 

Where is their new home?
EXERCISE A On the line provided, rewrite each of the following items, using the possessive case.


Ex. let us
let’s
1. is not
________________________

2. she will
________________________
3. I am

________________________
4. they are
________________________
5. we will
________________________
6. he is

________________________
7. you are
________________________
8. does not
________________________
9. might have
________________________
10. cannot
________________________

EXERCISE B Add apostrophes where they are missing in the following sentences.


Ex. The lecture on the Harlem Renaissance is at two o’clock.
11. Thats an exciting period in African American history, isnt it?

12. Didnt Claude McKay’s book Home to Harlem become a bestseller in 28?

13. Heres a photo of James Weldon Johnson and J. Rosamond Johnson.

14. Theyre the men who wrote “Lift Every Voice and Sing.”

15. I guess you didnt know thats my favorite song.
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In general, you should not use an apostrophe to form the plural of a noun.


EX. 
forces [not force’s] 
sardines [not sardine’s] 

Smiths [not Smith’s]
To prevent confusion, use an apostrophe and an s to form the plurals of lowercase letters, some capital letters, numerals, symbols, and some words that are referred to as words.

EX. 
I have to remember to dot my i ’s and j ’s.



He got A’s on both social studies exams.



When she writes by hand, her 8’s sometimes look like &’s.



Add and’s, but’s, and so’s to the compound sentences.

EXERCISE A On the line provided before each sentence, write the plural form of the underlined item or items.


Ex. Sometimes your n and m look alike.
Sometimes your n’s and m’s look alike.

1. Your first sentence contains four so.

2. Does Tamara have a hard time pronouncing r?

3. Add up all the 4.

4. Was that popular in the 1980?

5. The teacher wrote ? beside the errors.

6. My 3 sometimes look like 8.

7. Add semicolons before the and.

8. Has your little brother learned his ABC?

9. My sister can write X now.

10. Do you mix up I and L?

EXERCISE B Proofread the following sentences for errors in the use of plural forms. Cross out any incorrect form, and write the correct word above it.


Ex. 
We’re planting azalea’s and camellia’s next spring. (incorrect)

 

We’re planting azaleas and camellias next spring.  (correct)
11. I don’t know whether forty apple’s will be enough for the display.

12. I think we’ll find more o’s than qs in this alphabet soup.

13. Her voice-over’s would have been better without so many um’s.

14. Did I leave the Is out of I formation and IC 4-A?

15. How many 11s and @’s are written on that page?
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Use an apostrophe to show where letters, numerals, or words have been omitted in a contraction.


EX.
she will.......she’ll 

I am.......I’m 
we had.......we’d 

does not.......doesn’t
To prevent confusion, use an apostrophe and an s to form the plurals of lowercase letters, some capital letters, numerals, symbols, and some words that are referred to as words.

EX. 
Replace the 3’s with #’s and the 5’s with %’s.



How many o’s should I put in zoology?


EXERCISE A

Underline the word or word group in parentheses that correctly completes each of the following sentences.


Ex. (They’re, Their) first choice would be to settle this peacefully.
1. Those repeated letters aren’t (s’s, ss) after all.

2. Did you buy that house in (84, ’84), Uncle John?

3. Please tell me (your, you’re) not going to try to jump over that.

4. Roseanne (didnt, didn’t) set out to be a hero, but she became one.

5. The (lizard’s, lizards) are turning green again.

6. Well, (whose, who’s) in charge, then, please?

7. That’s enough with the (buts, but’s), Todd; it’s time to do your homework.

8. How many (0’s, 0s) are in a googolplex?

9. Rafiq and Caroline will surely be there by eight (oclock, o’clock).

10. I made all (A’s, As) on this quarter’s science quizzes.

EXERCISE B Fill in the blanks in the sentences below by following the instructions in parentheses.


Ex. How many unneeded like’s did he use in that speech? (Write the plural of the word like.)
11. We _________ the first in line, but we still got good seats. (Write the contraction for were not.)

12. How many _________does she have in her first name? (Write the plural of the letter l.)

13. __________ time to give the team a second chance. (Write the contraction for It is.)

14. Do you really think __________time to take a break? (Write the contraction of there is.)

15. His address ends with two __________in a row. (Write the plural for the numeral 5.)
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Use an apostrophe to show where letters, numerals, or words have been omitted in a contraction.


EX. He is.......He’s 
2002.......’02 
they have.......they’ve 

had not.......hadn’t
To prevent confusion, use an apostrophe and an s to form the plurals of lowercase letters, some capital letters, numerals, symbols, and some words that are referred to as words.

EX. 
All of those Mississippi’’s should have four s’s and two p’s.


Cross out all the 7’s.

EXERCISE A Proofread the following sentences for errors in the use of contractions and plural forms. Cross out any incorrect form, and write the correct word above it.

Ex. Whose the fellow with the parrot on his shoulder?
(Whose should be replaced with who’s.)

1. Marie said that not enough chapter’s have been completed.

2. These Mississippi’s need dots above all four is.

3. Why are there !s and Is randomly scattered through this poem?

4. It’s color is the result of a particularly embarrassing incident involving our painter’s best friend.

5. Hania, can you tell the difference between these two Us?

6. Theres not very much of Michaels’ sandwich left over, Atietie.

7. Jade had been practicing her signature, so there were Jades written all over the page.

8. Are there 8’s and 3s in that equation?

9. I really didnt think you would notice that we had moved all the hats.

10. Back in 99, I had a reliable and comfortable hatchback that I never should’ve sold.

EXERCISE B In each of the items below, fill in the blank with a contraction or plural word, letter, or symbol that logically completes the sentence.


Ex. The company __________ responded to our letter yet, has it?
11. I like the way that actress pronounces her __________ .

12. __________ going to be the first to audition for the lead role?

13. The collie puppy __________ been trained to sit yet.

14. Do we need to add __________ before the amount on each of these price tags?

15. __________ you going to bring your notebook with you?
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