Macbeth Study Guide Questions

Directions: Answer each of the following questions in complete sentences on a separate piece of paper.  Be sure you start each act on a new piece of paper.  (In other words, Act I and Act II questions should not be on the same sheet of paper.)


Act One 
Scene 1:

1. What characters are introduced in scene 1?

2. How would you interpret the line: “Fair is foul, and foul is fair”?

3. What specific plan is mentioned?


Scene 2:

4. What three men are leading troops into battle against Duncan?

5. Who defeated and killed Macdonwald? Describe this traitor’s death.

6. What is to be the Thane of Cawdor’s punishment for his traitorous activities?

7. To whom does King Duncan give Cawdor’s title?


Scene 3:

8. What revenge does the witch plan for the sailor whose wife wouldn’t give her any chestnuts?

9. What do the lines 25-26 indicate about the witches’ power?

10. What three predictions do the witches make for Macbeth?

11. Why does Macbeth react the way he does to the witches’ predictions?

12. What three predictions do the witches make for Banquo?

13. In lines 134-135, what is the “horrid image” of which Macbeth speaks?


Scene 4:

14. What further reward does Macbeth say he hopes to receive from Duncan?

15. Who is named to succeed Duncan to the throne? What specific title is he given?

16. How does Macbeth react to the announcement of the successor?  (What are his thoughts?)
17. Where is Duncan to spend the night?


Scene 5:

18. What does the nature of the letter reveal about Macbeth’s relationship with his wife?

19. In lines 15-24, how does Lady Macbeth characterize her husband? 

20. Why does Lady Macbeth call upon the evil spirits to “unsex” her?

21. In lines 69-73, what warning does she give Macbeth?


Scene 6:

22. What action takes place in scene 6?

23. What is the nature of Lady Macbeth’s greeting to Duncan?

Scene 7:

24. In his soliloquy in lines 1-28, name at least 5 of the reasons he gives for not wanting to kill Duncan. What sole reason does he give for wanting to murder the king?

25. What reason against the murder does he give Lady Macbeth?

26. In lines 38-42, what does Lady Macbeth imply about Macbeth’s love for her?

27. What statement of Lady Macbeth’s causes Macbeth to decide to commit the murder?
Act Two

Scene 1: 

1. What “cursed thoughts” does Banquo have?

2. What lie does Macbeth tell Banquo?

3. What is the meaning of Banquo’s answer to Macbeth’s comment that ends in “it shall make favour for you”?

4. What causes Macbeth to think he sees a dagger?

5. At the end of scene 1, a bell rings. What do you think is the significance of this?


Scene 2:

6. What omen of death does Lady Macbeth hear?

7. What reason does Lady Macbeth give for not committing the murder herself?

8. What words about himself does Macbeth believe he hears? (lines 47-48 & 54-56)

9. How did Macbeth mismanage the murder?

10. Both Macbeth and his lady comment on the effectiveness of water in cleansing away their involvement in the deed. How do they differ?

Scene 3:

11. Why has Macduff come to Macbeth’s castle?

12. What unusual things happened to Macduff and Lennox during the night?

13. Who discovers the murder?

14. Why does Macbeth say he killed the king’s men? What possible reason may he actually had?

15. Why does Lady Macbeth faint?

16. In lines 159-171, what actions do Malcolm and Donalbain take? What reasons do they give for a hasty escape?


Scene 4: 

17. In lines 5-25, Ross and the Old Man discuss the strange unnatural events that have occurred. What are they?

18. Who do the public believe are responsible for the murder of King Duncan?

19. Who has been named king?

20. What reason does Macduff imply is his for not attending Macbeth’s coronation?

21. Name two characters so far who have shown they are suspicious of Macbeth’s rapid ascent to the throne.

Act Three

Scene 1
     1.   As Act III opens, what does Banquo think about Macbeth and his new title as king? 
     2.   What does Banquo say about his own future as well as Macbeth’s?

     3.   Why does Macbeth want to know where Banquo and Fleance will be during the afternoon before the banquet?  
     4.  What does Banquo tell Macbeth about where he will be and what he will be doing before the banquet?
     5.  For what reasons does Macbeth want Banquo murdered? 
     6.  What reasons does he give the murderers? What does the conversation with the murderers reveal about Macbeth?  
     7.  Why is it ironic that Macbeth uses this strategy?

Scene 2
     8.   At the end of Scene ii (lines 45-55), about what is Macbeth talking?  
     9.  How does this section compare to Lady Macbeth’s speech in Act I, Scene v, lines 36-52?  
     10.  Explain the comparisons about darkness.

Scene 3
     11.   In Scene iii, how many murderers are there now compared to the murderers that Macbeth actually talked with earlier in the play?  What seems to be the reasons for this change in the number of murderers?

     12.   What do murders tell Macbeth about Banquo’s and Fleance’s murder?  
     13.  What goes wrong?  
     14.  How does Macbeth react to the murderers’ mistake?

     15.  What dramatic purpose is served by the appearance of Banquo’s ghost? 
     16.  How does Lady Macbeth act react in this horrible scene? Compare her behavior with that of Macbeth.

     17. In this act what hints or nuances are given of the gathering forces of opposition to Macbeth?

     18.  What does Lennox’s and the other lord’s conversation in Scene 6 reveal?

     19.  In which moments of Act 3 is manhood equated with a lack of fear?  How valid is this view of manhood? 

Act Four

Scene 1:

1. What are the three apparitions that appear to Macbeth? What does each of them say to him?

2. Why do the witches show Macbeth the eight kings?

3. What does Macbeth order to be done when he hears that Macduff has fled to England?

4. What statement does Macbeth make that shows his reluctance to murder has dramatically changed?

Scene 2:

5. What has Ross just told Lady Macduff?

6. How does Lady Macduff react to this news?

7. In line 73, a messenger arrives. What does he tell Lady Macduff to do?

8. Who is killed in this scene?

9. Why are the murders even more terrible than those previously committed?

10. No essential movement of the plot occurs in this scene. What dramatic purpose does this scene serve in the play?

Scene 3:

11. Why are Macduff’s lines 5-9 ironic?

12. Why doesn’t Malcolm trust Macduff?

13.  In lines 30-32, what does Malcolm ask Macduff?

14. What forces has Malcolm promised Scotland?

15. Of what three character faults in lines 57-112 does Malcolm profess to have?

16. In lines 136-152, what does Malcolm tell Macduff?

17. Why had Malcolm lied about himself to Macduff?

18.  In lines 185-194, what news about the condition of Scotland does Ross bring?

19. What personal information does Ross bring to Macduff?

20. In lines 266-267, what does Malcolm tell Macduff to do?

Act Five 

1. In Scene 1, what words by Lady Macbeth show that she has been brooding over the past crimes? 

2. What lines foreshadow Lady Macbeth’s death?

3. How does Macbeth react to his wife’s death?

4. How is each of the witches’ prophecies revealed? (Scenes 4, 5 and 8)

5. (10 points!) Trace the final mental state of Macbeth through significant speeches. Where does he show false braver which masks the underlying fear? Where does he reveal dependence upon the witches’ prophecies? Where does he reveal the sense of betrayal by the witches? Where does he reveal his horrified realization of his misspent life?

6.  In what ways does Macbeth show his better qualities in Scene 8? (i.e., bravery and humaneness)

7. What dramatic purpose might there be to having 8 short scenes in the last act?
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